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The Freedom of Information Act 
is “eroding” the ability of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency to recrnit 
and protect agents overseas, a CIA 
official told a local group Saturday 
night. 

Frank C. Carlucci, CIA deputy 
director, told a meeting of the Key- 
stone State Chapter of the Associa- 
. tion of Former Intelligence Officers 
. at the Penn Harris Motor Inn, Camp 
Hill, that the agency spends S3 mil- 
lion a year answering 88 requests a 
week about information and 
reports. 

“It’s not the workload that’s 
troubling us, but the ‘chilling effect* 
this has on our work overseas,’* Car- 
lucci said.. “We seem to have laws 
that help our enemies. No one is 
going to confide in you if his infor- 
mation or his name is going to come 
out in a newspaper or congressional 
hearing.” 

The “principal impediment** fac- 
ing CIA operatives now is the ability 
to “protect^ jtheir . ,-sources ,■ and-v 
methods,** her* said, adding: “this 
-ability has eroded.” * ^ _ ;• v • : v * 

* “Everyone is claiming a legiti- 
mate need; to know, but it’s axio-^ 
matin, the more people who know, 
the more leaks are likely,” Carlucci 
said. He has held the No. 2 spot, in** 
the CIA since February 1978. 

In addition to external assaults _ 
on the CIA’s wall of security, the 
agency faces pressures from within, 
Carlucci said. “We have a problem 
with former employees who like to 
take pen in band,” he said. 

CIA agents are required to sign 
an agreement promising never to di- 
vulge classified information with- 
out the prior consent of the CIA 
director, he said. But some agents 
have ignored their oath. 

“If we are unable to support our * 
contract, then we are in serious 
trouble.” That c o ntr a ct is being test- 
ed in the courts. Carlucci sakL in a 


alleging that the CIA bungled the 
American departure from Vietnam 
in 1975. 

Carlucci said the issue in the 
case is not whether Snepp published 
classified information, but who 
should determine what is classified. 

“I submit we have to make a 
greater effort if we are going to pro- 
tect our sources and methods. If we 
lose sources and methods, we lose 
information, and in some cases, lives 
are lost,” he said. \ 

“In spite of the problems we 
face, I still think we have one of the 
most effective intelligence agencies 
in the world,” he said. 

Carlucci said the involvement of 
the CIA in “covert activities” over- 
seas has “become a highly emotion- 
al issue in the United States.” He 
defined covert activity as an “effort 
to exert some political influence in a 
clandestine fashion.” 

It is an issue that “has been 
blown out of proportion,” since the 
CIA’s covert-operation capability is 
“used very sparingly.” v. 

The new Intelligence Oversight 
Board and select committees in the 
House and Senate serve as watch- 
dog agencies over CIA activities. 
The review agencies were formed 
following disclosure of alleged ille- 
‘ gal activities by the CIA in the Unit- 
ed States and foreign countries. 

The Oversight Board, of which 
former Pennsylvania Gov. William 
Scranton is a member, is em- 
powered to examine charges of 
wrongdoing within the CIA and re- 
ports directly to President Jimmy 
Carter, Carlucci said. 

However, Carlucci said, getting 
presidential and congressional ap- 
proval for overseas operations de- 
lays the CIA’s “reaction time.” 

Carlucci said, however, that he 
would be “the last person to make 
an argument for no control. I’d be 
the last person to stand here and 
defend the nf th* ** 


were ordered by persons at top lev- 
els in the government. 

Carlucci said the goal of the CIA 
must be to strike a balance between 
“control and effectiveness.” 
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